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6. No field survey was to be made of villages lying totally waste.
According to the universal principle under the Survey management, each field marked off under a separate number and assessed was to be taken as a whole, and no room was left for fraud on the part of the village officers, as there would no longer be any annual measurements. A quantity of arable land having been measured off into numbers under the first rule quoted above, when that was exhausted and more land required for the extension of cultivation the arable waste on which no assessment had been placed was to be broken up into numbers, and, in order to encourage cultivation, given out at a uniform rate of half a rupee an acre. Considerable reductions were also to be made, with the same object, in lands irrigated or capable of irrigation from canals and wells.
Notwithstanding the great advantages the well-informed classes of the people knew would be conferred by the new system, considerable opposition was made to the commencement of the measurements in Saoda and elsewhere. There is little doubt that this was secretly fomented by the hereditary district officers, who saw that with everything regularly ordered and all assessments fixed by the Survey Department their own influence and power of enriching themselves by illicit means would disappear, and worked on the ci'edulity of the ryots by spreading the most absurd stories of the intentions of Government. One of these it will be worth while to relate, to show how far ignorant ryots could be imposed upon. The cross-staves that were in use at the time were made of brass in the shape of a cup, in which slits were cut for taking perpendiculars to the corners of fields and other off-sets. The people were persuaded that these cups were for the purpose of measuring the women's breasts, according to size of which a new tax was to be levied. Prompt measures were, however, taken to suppress, with the aid of the military, any organized obstruction or opposition, which ended as soon as the people saw that Government were really in earnest and intended to carry the matter through. The operations of the Survey extended from first to last over a period of nearly eighteen years, and on the whole increased the revenue of the Collectorate up to 1877-78